
TOWNSHIP OF WEST CALDWELL 

FEBRUARY 18, 2014 
 
 

A Regular Meeting of the West Caldwell Mayor and Council, in the County of Essex, New 

Jersey, was held in the Public Meeting Room, 30 Clinton Road, West Caldwell, New Jersey, on 

Monday, February 18, 2014 at 7:15 P.M. 

 

The Township Clerk announced that adequate notice of this meeting has been provided in 

accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

PRESENT: Mayor Tempesta, Councilmen Otterbein, Cecere, Hladik, O’Hern, 

Wolsky, and Docteroff (arrived 8:08 pm). 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Adam W. Brewer, Business Administrator 

 Paul G. Jemas, Municipal Attorney 

Nikole H. Monroig, Chief Financial Officer 

 Mary S. Donovan, Township Clerk 

 

Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

A-1 A communication from Nikole Monroig, Chief Financial Officer, certifying funds are 

available under the 2014 Budget of Appropriations – February Bill Schedule; further 

certifying that there will be no over-expenditures of any line item in the Budget as a result 

of this schedule.  

  

Received and placed on file. 

 

BILLS ORDERED PAID:     
 

It was regularly moved by Councilman Wolsky, seconded by Council President Otterbein, 

that the Amended Bill List as submitted by the Chief Financial Officer be attached to the Minutes 

and be paid and the Mayor, Clerk and Treasurer be authorized to sign the necessary warrants for 

their payment. 

 

 Upon the vote being polled, Councilmen Otterbein, Cecere, Wolsky, O’Hern and Hladik 

voted in the affirmative.  

 

SCHEDULE OF BILLS ORDERED PAID 
 

 Checks Amount 

   

CURRENT ACCOUNT – VALLEY 

NATIONAL BANK 

1111-1172  $  5,887,682.19 

   

WATER OPERATING ACCOUNT- 

VALLEY NATIONAL BANK 

9023-9035  $     54,093.36 

   

POOL UTILITY ACCOUNT 2310-2314  $      7,473.88 

   

GENERAL CAPITAL ACCOUNT 2200-2205  $     55,659.97 
   

GENERAL TRUST – VALLEY 

NATIONAL BANK 

5011-5013  $     20,446.60 

   

   

 

PENDING ORDINANCES: 

 

The Township Clerk read the title of an Ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE TO 

CREATE THE POSITION OF SAFETY COORDINATOR FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

ADMINISTERING TOWNSHIP OF WEST CALDWELL’S SAFETY PROGRAM” and stated 

that the Ordinance had been published and posted as a Pending Ordinance in the manner required 

by law and was now due for a hearing and further consideration.  

 



February 18, 2014 

 

Mayor Tempesta stated that this was the time for a public hearing and asked if anyone 

wished to be heard.  

 

No one responded and it was regularly moved that the Public Hearing be closed. 

 

Upon the vote being polled, Councilmen Otterbein, Cecere, Wolsky, O’Hern and Hladik 

voted in the affirmative.  

  

It was regularly moved by Councilman O’Hern, seconded by Councilman Wolsky that the 

Ordinance be passed on second reading.  

 

Upon the vote being polled, Councilmen Otterbein, Cecere, Wolsky, O’Hern and Hladik 

voted in the affirmative.  

 

The Township Clerk read the title of an Ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE TO 

CREATE THE POSITION OF SAFETY COORDINATOR FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

ADMINISTERING TOWNSHIP OF WEST CALDWELL’S SAFETY PROGRAM”.  

 

It was regularly moved by Councilman O’Hern, seconded by Councilman Wolsky that the 

Ordinance be passed on third and final reading and that it be published as a passed Ordinance in the 

manner required by law.  

 

Upon the vote being polled, Councilmen Otterbein, Cecere, Wolsky, O’Hern and Hladik 

voted in the affirmative.  

 

The Township Clerk read the title of an Ordinance entitled “BOND ORDINANCE 

PROVIDING FOR THE REPLACEMENT AND EXTENSIONS OF WATER MAINS ON 

VARIOUS ROADS IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST CALDWELL, IN THE COUNTY 

OF ESSEX, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $1,500,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING 

THE ISSUANCE OF $1,428,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE 

PART OF THE COST THEREOF” and stated that the Ordinance had been published and posted 

as a Pending Ordinance in the manner required by law and was now due for a hearing and further 

consideration.  

 

Mayor Tempesta stated that this was the time for a public hearing and asked if anyone 

wished to be heard.  

 

No one responded and it was regularly moved that the Public Hearing be closed. 

 

Upon the vote being polled, Councilmen Otterbein, Cecere, Wolsky, O’Hern and Hladik 

voted in the affirmative.  

  

It was regularly moved by Council President Otterbein, seconded by Councilman O’Hern 

that the Ordinance be passed on second reading.  

 

Upon the vote being polled, Councilmen Otterbein, Cecere, Wolsky, O’Hern and Hladik 

voted in the affirmative.  

 

The Township Clerk read the title of an Ordinance entitled “BOND ORDINANCE 

PROVIDING FOR THE REPLACEMENT AND EXTENSIONS OF WATER MAINS ON 

VARIOUS ROADS IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST CALDWELL, IN THE COUNTY 

OF ESSEX, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $1,500,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING 

THE ISSUANCE OF $1,428,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE 

PART OF THE COST THEREOF”.  

 

It was regularly moved by Council President Otterbein, seconded by Councilman O’Hern 

that the Ordinance be passed on third and final reading and that it be published as a passed 

Ordinance in the manner required by law.  

 

Upon the vote being polled, Councilmen Otterbein, Cecere, Wolsky, O’Hern and Hladik 

voted in the affirmative.  
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

On the recommendation of Council President Otterbein, seconded by Councilman Cecere, 

it was regularly moved that the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on Tuesday, February 3, 2014 

be accepted as corrected. 

 

Upon the vote being polled, Councilmen Otterbein, Cecere, Wolsky, O’Hern, and Hladik 

voted in the affirmative.   

 

On the recommendation of Councilman O’Hern, seconded by Councilman Cecere, it was 

regularly moved that the Minutes of the Special Meeting held on Saturday, February 8, 2014 be 

accepted as presented. 

 

Upon the vote being polled, Councilmen Cecere, Wolsky, O’Hern, and Hladik voted in the 

affirmative with an abstention by Council President Otterbein because of absence.   

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA:  

Mayor Tempesta asked that the resolution F be removed from the consent agenda. Mayor 

Tempesta reminded the public that the Council has the right to discuss the resolutions in closed 

session and to return to open session to vote on resolutions. 

 

It was regularly moved by Council President Otterbein, seconded by Councilman Cecere, 

that the eight Resolutions on the Agenda this evening be read by consent. 

 

  Upon the vote being polled, Councilmen Otterbein, Cecere, Hladik, O’Hern, and Wolsky 

voted in the affirmative.  

 

The Township Clerk read the following eight Resolutions by Consent, attached and made 

part of these Minutes:  

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA:  

 

The Township Clerk read the following eight Resolutions by Consent, attached and made 

part of these Minutes:  

No. 9348 

By: Mr. Otterbein 

 

SUBJECT:  RESOLUTION – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPLICATION FOR 

RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT.  

  

No. 9349 

By: Mr. Wolsky 

 

SUBJECT:  RESOLUTION – RESOLUTION – AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF 2013 

CURRENT FUND APPROPRIATIONS EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 31, 2013.    

  

No. 9350 

By: Mr. Wolsky 

 

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION – AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY TEMPORARY 

APPROPRIATIONS AMENDMENT #2. 

. 

 

No. 9351 

By: Mr. O’Hern 

 

SUBJECT:  RESOLUTION – APPOINTING GLENN CARTER AS ZONING 

OFFICER/CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF 

WEST CALDWELL.  

  



February 18, 2014 

 

 

No. 9352 

By: Mr. O’Hern 

 

SUBJECT:  RESOLUTION – APPOINTING KAYLA KURZEJA AS ACCOUNTS 

PAYABLE CLERK FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST CALDWELL.  

 

No. 9353 

By: Mr. Wolsky 

 

SUBJECT:  RESOLUTION – AUTHORIZING SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT WITH 

ATRIUM APARTMENTS. 

No. 9354 

By: Mr. Wolsky 

 

SUBJECT:  RESOLUTION – RESOLUTION – AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF 

PERFORMANCE   GUARANTEE HELD IN CONNECTION WITH ELMO 

AND MARY CRUMP MAJOR SUBDIVISION. 

  

No. 9355 

By: Mr. O’Hern 

 

SUBJECT:  RESOLUTION – AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION FROM WHICH 

THE PUBLIC IS EXCLUDED. 

 

It was regularly moved by Council President Otterbein, seconded by Councilman Cecere 

that the eight Resolutions read by consent be adopted as read. 

 

Upon the vote being polled, Councilmen Otterbein, Cecere, Hladik, O’Hern, and Wolsky 

voted in the affirmative.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

PUBLIC SAFETY: 

 

REPORTS – POLICE CHIEF-JUDGE AND DETECTIVE BUREAU – JANUARY 2014 

 

On the recommendation of Councilman Cecere, the reports submitted by the Police Chief, 

Judge and Detective Bureau for the month of January 2014 as received, be placed on file.  Fines in 

the amount of $19,665.00 were collected and apportioned as follows (copy attached to minutes). 

 

REPORTS – VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORTS – JANUARY 2014 

 

On the recommendation of Councilman Cecere, the reports submitted by the Fire Chief of 

West Caldwell Volunteer Fire Department for the month of January 2014 as received, be placed on 

file.   

 

REPORTS – CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL’S REPORT – JANUARY 2014 

 
On the recommendation of Councilman Cecere, the reports submitted by the Construction 

Official for the month of January 2014 as received, be placed on file.   

 

Councilman Cecere reported on the following: 

 

1. He asked that residents please keep fire hydrants in their neighborhoods clear from the 

snow. 

2. The deer culling season is over and there will be report at a future Council meeting. 

3. The Environmental Commission will have their first meeting on March 13, 2014. 

4. There is a sports and music community swap scheduled for March 22, 2014 at Harrison 

School. More information is available on TV36/47 and on the Township website. 

5. The Junior wrestling program, 6
th

, 7
th

, and 8
th

 grade boys along with their coach Tom 

Martin, had an undefeated wrestling season. 
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PUBLIC WORKS & WATER: 

 

Council President Otterbein reported on the following: 

1. He asked all residents to refrain from parking where the police have posted no parking 

signs. 

2. Department of Public Works will begin work soon on the water mains on Francisco 

Avenue, Francine Avenue, Essex Place, Westover Avenue, and Henderson Avenue. 

3. There have been water main breaks in the Township and the water department is doing a 

great job repairing them. 

4. The Board of Health meeting for February was cancelled. The next meeting is March 5. 

PARKS AND RECREATION: 

Discussion was held on whether the Township should change the curfew at Memorial Park 

because of the new lights that have been installed. The Township’s ordinance states that if the 

Township is sponsoring special events, such as baseball, then the curfew can be extended for that 

purpose.  Mayor Tempesta asked residents around Memorial Park to keep them notified if curfew 

should be reviewed. Chief Bramhall stated that the exemptions were activity under the auspices of 

the Township and he would also like feedback from the residents. The recommendation was to let 

the ordinance stand as is and review it after the season has begun. 

 

Councilman Hladik and Administrator Brewer will send out a letter explaining the issues to the 

neighborhood residents. 

Councilman Hladik reported on the following: 

1. The Borough of Caldwell would like a similar agreement if the Essex County Open Space 

Local Aid is successful for Essex Valley School. 

2. Mayor Tempesta and Mayor Dassing will be discussing any potential parking issues with 

the Sisters of St. Dominic. 

3. Beginning February 22, there will be three baseball clinics at James Caldwell High School 

gym for 2
nd

 through 5
th

 grade boys. 

4. The Library Board hopes to have a new director in place by April 1. 

LEGAL AND PERSONNEL: 

Councilman O’Hern reported on the following: 

1. Kayla Kurzeja, is the new accounts payable clerk. She started work on February 18, 2014. 

2. Glenn Carter is the new zoning officer/code enforcement officer and will begin work on 

February 24, 2014. 

3. The position in human resources is still available and will be advertised again. 

4. The policies for part-time employees, current and future, will be reviewed. 

In a response to a question by Councilman O’Hern, Council President Otterbein reported that 

the Department of Public Works is in the process of clearing catch basins after the snow storms. 

Mayor Tempesta reported that the northeast corner of Bloomfield and Passaic especially is prone 

to flooding. 

 

FINANCE AND WELFARE: 

Administrator Brewer explained that it is always a challenge to prepare the municipal budget with 

the various cap laws in place. This ordinance pertains to the appropriations cap. The state has 

mandated a maximum appropriation cap of 2% or COLA, whichever is less.  For example, the 

2014 COLA has been set at 0.5% and this bank allows a prudent management of the municipality’s 

finances to be used in future years.  So any difference between what increase the township 

exercises in their budget and the cap appropriations that is allowable can be banked for two years.  

For example, the budget as is currently prepared at a decrease in total appropriations, yet the in cap 

appropriations exceeds that 0.5% number so it is incongruous to use cap bank but by adopting an 

ordinance such as this it is preserving our good fiscal management for future years.  
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The Township Clerk read the following ordinance by title: “AN ORDINANCE TO 

ESTABLISH AND PRESERVE A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)”.  

 

It was regularly moved by Councilman Wolsky, seconded by Council President Otterbein 

that the Ordinance be passed on first reading; that it be published and posted as a pending 

Ordinance in the manner required by law and that the Public Hearing be held on Tuesday, March 4, 

2014.  

 

Upon the vote being polled, Councilmen Otterbein, Cecere, Wolsky, O’Hern and Hladik 

voted in the affirmative.  

 

Administrator Brewer reported on the introduction of the 2014 Municipal Budget in the 

coming weeks. 

 

COMMUNITY PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & TECHNOLOGY: 

In Councilman Docteroff’s absence, Administrator Brewer reported the following: 

1. Councilman Docteroff has been meeting with the Township’s IT providers and looking for 

ways to increase services. 

INVITATION TO CITIZENS FOR DISCUSSION 

 

 The Mayor recognized Alan Abramowitz, Essex County representative and asked Mr. 

Abramowitz to report to Council if the County has Passaic Avenue going north from Harrison to 

Westville on its milling and paving schedule at the next Regular Council meeting. 

 

Mr. Abramowitz announced the following: 

 

1. On behalf of Essex County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr., he presented a 

check for $49,596.00 for the Community Development Block Grant for the 

ADA-compliant playground in Memorial Park. 

2. Essex County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr. will give his State of the 

County address on February 24, 2014 at 7 pm at Cedar Grove Hospital Center. 

 

Brian Cabangon, 5 Kanouse Place, West Caldwell, discussed his concerns about various 

conditions around West Caldwell.   

 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 

There being no other business, it was regularly moved that the meeting be adjourned.  

 

Upon the vote being polled, Councilmen Cecere, Wolsky, O’Hern, and Hladik voted in the 

affirmative. 

 

Council adjourned at 8:08 p.m. and reconvened to Closed Session. 

 

Councilman Docteroff arrived and joined the meeting in Closed Session at 8:08 pm. 

 

The Mayor and Council reopened the meeting at 8:35 pm. 

 

Mayor Tempesta stated that the Council, in deference to the residents of Pine Tree Place, 

will not give permission to AT&T to place a monopole on West Caldwell-owned property at the 

end of Pine Tree Place near the Caldwell Sewage Treatment Plant.  
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ADJOURNMENT: 

 

There being no other business, it was regularly moved that the meeting be adjourned.  

 

Upon the vote being polled, Councilmen Otterbein, Cecere, Hladik, O’Hern, Wolsky and 

Docteroff voted in the affirmative.  

 

Council adjourned at 8:37 pm. 

 

 

                                                      

Mary S. Donovan 

Township Clerk         

 

 


