
TOWNSHIP OF WEST CALDWELL 

PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 21, 2015 

 

 
 

A Regular Meeting of the West Caldwell Mayor and Council, in the County of Essex, New 

Jersey, was held in the Public Meeting Room, 30 Clinton Road, West Caldwell, New Jersey, on 

Tuesday, April 21, 2015 at 6:30 P.M. 

 

The Township Clerk announced that adequate notice of this meeting has been provided in 

accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

PRESENT: Mayor Tempesta, Councilmen O’Hern (arrived 6:35 pm), Cecere, 

Hladik (arrived 7:11 pm), Wolsky, Docteroff and Councilwoman 

Canale. 

 

ABSENT: Nikole H. Monroig, Chief Financial Officer 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Adam W. Brewer, Business Administrator 

 Mary S. Donovan, Municipal Clerk 

 Paul G. Jemas, Municipal Attorney 

 Michael J. Bramhall, Chief of Police 

 Alan Abramowitz, Essex County Representative 

 

Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation  

 

 

Councilman Cecere asked for blessings for Officer Raymond Foster and his wife Kaitlyn on the 

birth of their son Grayson. 

 

INVITATION TO CITIZENS FOR DISCUSSION: 

 

Raymond Gajewski, 24 Whitaker Place, had concerns about traffic on Pine Tree Place and activity at 

the Caldwell Sewage Treatment Plant.  Mayor Tempesta asked Administrator Brewer to follow up on 

Mr. Gajewski’s concerns. 

  

No. 9682 

By: Mr. O’Hern 

 

SUBJECT:  RESOLUTION – AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION FROM WHICH THE 

PUBLIC IS EXCLUDED. 
 

WHEREAS, The Township of West Caldwell (the “Township” or the “public body” has been duly 

created and is validly existing as a public body corporate and politic of the State of New Jersey pursuant to 

applicable laws of the State of New Jersey; and  

 WHEREAS, The Township constitutes a “public body” as such term is defined in the New Jersey 

Open Public Meetings Act, constituting Chapter 231 of the Pamphlet Laws of 1975 of the State of New 

Jersey, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. and the acts amendatory thereof and supplemental thereto (the “Open Public 

Meetings Act”); and  

 WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act permits a public body, as such term is defined therein, 

to exclude members of the public from portions of any “meeting”, as such term is defined therein including 

N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b) et seq., under certain limited circumstances which include, but are not limited to, (a) a 

discussion of pending or anticipated litigation in which the public body is or may become a party, or (b) a 

discussion of any matters which fall within the attorney-client privilege, or (c) a discussion of a collective 

bargaining agreement including the negotiation of the terms and conditions thereof, or (d) a discussion 

regarding the purchase, acquisition or lease of real property with public funds or (e) a discussion of involving 

the employment, appointment or termination of employment of an existing or prospective public officer or 

employee; and  

 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Township has determined that and is of the opinion that such 

circumstances presently exist that permit the governing body of the Township to discuss the matters set forth in 

this Resolution in executive session; and 

WHEREAS, the matters set forth in this Resolution are within the exceptions and the limited 

circumstances set forth in N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b) et seq., the governing body of the Township desires to conduct a 

portion of the meeting in an executive session from which members of the public will be excluded. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF WEST CALDWELL, in accordance with the provisions of The Open Public Meetings 

Act, that the governing body of the Township hereby determines to conduct a portion of the meeting in an 
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executive session from which members of the public will be excluded in accordance with the provisions of 

Open Public Meetings Act; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the aforementioned executive session will be limited to 

matters relating to the following items and which matters involve, as applicable, pending and anticipated 

litigation involving or expected to involve the Township, matters which fall within the attorney-client 

privilege, matters regarding the discussion of a collective bargaining agreement, matters relating to 

purchase, acquisition or lease of real property with public funds or matters relating to personnel: 

1. Personnel 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the minutes of each executive session will be prepared and 

maintained by the Township and with regard to each of the matters discussed in executive session; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the minutes relating to a particular matter discussed will be 

made available to members of the public – (a) at such time as the matter no longer requires confidentiality as 

permitted by applicable laws, (b) upon the completion of a pending or anticipated litigation, or (c) upon such 

matter no longer falling within the attorney-client privilege, (d) upon the completion of a collective 

bargaining agreement including the negotiation of the terms and conditions thereof, or (e) upon the 

completion of a purchase, acquisition or lease of real property with public funds, or (f) as such disclosure 

may otherwise may be required by the Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

 

On the motion of Council President O’Hern, seconded by Councilman Cecere, the meeting 

adjourned at 6:46 pm to Closed Session.  

 

Upon the vote being polled, Councilmen O’Hern, Cecere, Hladik, Wolsky, Docteroff and 

Councilwoman Canale voted in the affirmative. 

 

On the motion of Council President O’Hern, seconded by Councilman Cecere, the meeting 

reconvened to open session at 7:24 p.m. 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

A-1 A communication from Nikole Monroig, Chief Financial Officer, certifying funds are available 

under the 2015 Budget of Appropriations – April Schedule; further certifying that there will be 

no over-expenditures of any line item in the Budget as a result of this schedule.  

  

Received and placed on file. 

 

BILLS ORDERED PAID: 
 

It was regularly moved by Councilmen Wolsky, seconded by Councilman Hladik that the Bill 

List as amended by the Chief Financial Officer be attached to the Minutes and be paid and that the 

Mayor and Treasurer be authorized to sign the necessary warrants for their payment. 

 

Upon the vote being polled, Councilmen O’Hern, Cecere, Hladik, Wolsky, Docteroff and 

Councilwoman Canale voted in the affirmative. 

 

SCHEDULE OF BILLS ORDERED PAID  
 

 Checks  Amount 

CURRENT ACCOUNT – VALLEY 

NATIONAL BANK 

3059-3224 $3,834,350.05 

   

WATER OPERATING ACCOUNT- 

VALLEY NATIONAL BANK 

9383-9401  $126,386.25 

   

POOL UTILITY ACCOUNT 2477-2481    $9,172.65 

   

GENERAL CAPITAL ACCOUNT 2354-2361  $17,034.82 

   

WATER CAPITAL 8059   $3,000.00 
   

GENERAL TRUST – VALLEY 

NATIONAL BANK 

5224-5246 $352,851.81 

   

DOG TRUST 1560-1562      $275.37 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT TRUST 4005      $347.18 

   

DEVELOPER’S TRUST 303      $240.00 

   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

On the recommendation of Council President O’Hern, seconded by Councilmen Docteroff, it 

was regularly moved that the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on Tuesday, April 7, 2015 be 

accepted. 

 

Upon the vote being polled, Councilmen O’Hern, Cecere, Hladik, Wolsky, Docteroff and 

Councilwoman Canale voted in the affirmative. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

Matters listed within the Consent Agenda have been referred to members of the Township 

Council for reading and study, are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion of the 

Township Council with no separate discussion. If separate discussion is desired, the resolution may be 

removed and be subject to a separate roll call. 

 

It was regularly moved by Council President O’Hern, seconded by Councilman Wolsky, that 

the two Resolutions on the Agenda this evening be approved. 

 

Mayor Tempesta asked if any member of the public had any comments on any of items on the 

Consent Agenda.  

 

The following two Resolutions by Consent were made part of these Minutes:  

 

      No. 9683 

      By: Mr. O’Hern 

 

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION – AUTHORIZING AWARD OF POOL PAINTING CONTRACT TO 

A&A PAINTING AND CONTRACTING CO. 

 
WHEREAS, the Township of West Caldwell has a need to contract for the painting and preparation of 

West Caldwell’s public swimming pools for 2015 as a nonfair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of 

N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and,  

WHEREAS, the Township Administrator has determined and certified in writing that the value of the 

acquisition will exceed $17,500; and,  

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is one (1) year; and  

WHEREAS, A& A Painting and Contracting Co. has submitted a proposal dated April 10, 2015 

indicating they will provide the pool painting and repair for $25,968.00; and  

WHEREAS, A& A Painting and Contracting Co. has completed and submitted a Business Entity 

Disclosure Certification that certifies that they have not made any reportable contributions to a political or 

candidate committee in the Township of West Caldwell in the previous one year, and that the contract will 

prohibit the A&A Painting and Contracting Co. from making any reportable contributions through the term of 

the contract, and  

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to award the contract for pool painting and preparation for the 

Township's public swimming pools for the 2015 season to A&A Painting and Contracting Co., and  

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that sufficient funds are available for this contract.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the 

Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution.  

 

No. 9684 

By: Mr. Wolsky 

 

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION – AUTHORIZING EXTENSION AND EXECUTION OF 

INTERLOCAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH NORTH CALDWELL FOR 

HEALTH SERVICES. 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of West Caldwell that the Interlocal 

Services Agreement for Health Services annexed hereto be and hereby is extended for a three (3) year period 

beginning January 1, 2015 to December 31, 2017. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Township Clerk be and 

that are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement. 
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It was regularly moved by Council President O’Hern, seconded by Councilman Wolsky that the 

two Resolutions listed be adopted. 

 

Upon the vote being polled, Councilmen O’Hern, Cecere, Hladik, Wolsky, Docteroff and 

Councilwoman Canale voted in the affirmative. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

PUBLIC SAFETY: 

 

REPORTS – POLICE CHIEF-JUDGE AND DETECTIVE BUREAU – MARCH 2015 

 

On the recommendation of Councilman Cecere, the reports submitted by the Police Chief, 

Judge and Detective Bureau for the month of March 2015 as received, be placed on file.  Fines in the 

amount of $28,235.60 were collected and apportioned as follows (copy attached to minutes). 

 

REPORTS – VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORTS – MARCH 2015 

 

On the recommendation of Councilman Cecere, the reports submitted by the Fire Chief of West 

Caldwell Volunteer Fire Department for the month of March 2015 as received, be placed on file.   

 

REPORTS – CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL’S REPORT – MARCH 2015 

 
On the recommendation of Councilman Cecere, the reports submitted by the Construction 

Official for the month of March 2015 as received, be placed on file.   

 

Councilman Cecere reported the following: 

 

1. “Art of our Ancestors” will be on display at the library. 

2. The West Caldwell Historical Society thanked Administrator Brewer for his timely 

response on the front porch repairs on the Crane House. 

3. The Environmental Commission awarded its prize to Spencer Wong for his winning t-shirt 

for the Earth Day contents. 

4. A report will be forthcoming on the species located at Wrensch Park. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS & TECHNOLOGY: 
 

Councilman Docteroff reported on the following: 

 

1. Wifi is back up at both pools. 

2. The new recreation badges will be tested on Thursday, April 23 at the pools. 

3. Maser Consulting, the township engineer, was reviewing the health of the township’s pools. 

4. The pool painting will start this week and will be ready by May 15. 
 

PARKS AND RECREATION: 

Councilman Hladik reported on the following: 

1. The baseball fields are back in use and he thanked the Recreation Department for their help 

and hard work.  

2. The library will have their family fun day on June 13, 2015. TD Bank is sponsoring the fun 

day 

 

LEGAL AND PERSONNEL: 

There was no report. 
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FINANCE AND WELFARE: 

 

There was no report. 

 

HEALTH AND SHARED SERVICES: 

Councilwoman Canale reported the following: 

1. The Health Department had their point of distribution tabletop exercise with Essex County 

Regional Health Commission and scored well and will receive a $10,000 grant and will use it 

for orange cones and sheeting for use in emergency situations. 

 

ADVISORS’ REPORTS: 

 

Administrator Brewer indicated that four proposals were received for the Township planner and they 

will be reviewed. 

 

Clerk Donovan reminded residents that May 12 will be the last date to register for the June 2, 2015 

primary election. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

Mayor Tempesta discussed an article in the Wall Street Journal on April 11-12, 2015 about the close 

knit community of West Caldwell. 

 

Mayor Tempesta also asked Essex County representative Alan Abramowitz to check on the turn lights 

at Bloomfield and Passaic Avenues and to check if the microwave technology is working properly so 

when a car is waiting and thus changing the light to allow them to turn. Mayor Tempesta is concerned 

that drivers coming for lunch and business will be able to move throughout the town center, especially 

at lunchtime. 

 

Chief Michael Bramhall indicated he would reach out to Essex County Engineer Assif Mahmood to 

discuss the light sequences at the busy intersections. 

 

Mayor Tempesta recognized Alan Abramowitz, Essex County representative. 

 

Mr. Abramowitz announced the following: 

 

1. Hazardous waste recycling will take place on May 2, 8:30 am to 4 pm and May 16, 9 am 

to 3 pm for electronics recycling at 125 Fairview Avenue (next to Old Hospital Center), 

Cedar Grove. 

2. May 30 will be a free family fun day at Turtleback Zoo from 10 am to 3 pm. 

 

Councilman Docteroff requested Mr. Abramowitz talk to the appropriate person if there will be clean 

outs in the Caldwell Gardens to keep the mosquitos down in that area. 

 

West Caldwell recycling day for electronics is April 25, 2015 9 am to 12 noon.  

 

INVITATION TO CITIZENS FOR DISCUSSION: 

 

Clint Elvin, 5 Tempesta Terrace, asked the Mayor and Council to vote no on any recommendations to 

offer identification cards to illegal immigrants. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 

 

On the motion of Council President O’Hern, seconded by Councilman Cecere, the meeting 

adjourned at 7:44 pm.  

 

Upon the vote being polled, Councilmen O’Hern, Cecere, Hladik, Wolsky, Docteroff and 

Councilwoman Canale voted in the affirmative. 

 

 

 

 

                                                  

Mary S. Donovan 

Township Clerk         


